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dedication to the students of Okaloosa Coun-
ty. She has proven to be among the many ex-
ceptional teachers in our Nation, and on be-
half of the United States Congress, I am privi-
leged to recognize Ms. Catherine Beaudoin for 
her accomplishments and her continuing com-
mitment to excellence. My wife Vicki joins me 
in congratulating Ms. Beaudoin as the 2016 
Okaloosa County, Florida Teacher of the Year 
and thanking her for dedication to serving the 
students, teachers, and families of the North-
west Florida community. We wish her all the 
best for continued success. 
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor James Barrett McNulty for his 
commendable leadership while serving as the 
Mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania. Mayor 
McNulty’s earnest commitment to service has 
led to great strides in revitalizing the economy 
and rich culture of Scranton. His administra-
tion undertook a number of development 
projects that provided the foundation for suc-
cessful attractions that the city still offers 
today. 

Born and raised in Scranton, James McNul-
ty is the eldest of six siblings. He graduated 
from The University of Scranton, where he re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in political 
science. His remarkable enthusiasm for help-
ing his community is clearly a key component 
of his stellar career in public service. He 
began as an aide to U.S. Representative Dan-
iel Flood, and he eventually sought public of-
fice himself, becoming the mayor of the City of 
Scranton in 1982. Mayor McNulty’s outgoing 
personality and hands-on management style 
helped him lead the way in restoring Scran-
ton’s economy and profile. 

Two of Jim McNulty’s most prominent 
projects were the building of a historic rail mu-
seum and the refurbishment of a train terminal 
into the now prestigious Radisson Lacka-
wanna Station Hotel, both of which brought 
many jobs and tourists to the city. These en-
deavors proved to be lasting successes, as 
both continue to offer educative and enticing 
windows into the fascinating rail history of 
Scranton. Both projects helped Scranton’s 
economic past become its economic future. 
Though he no longer serves as the Mayor of 
Scranton, McNulty remains widely recognized 
for his continuing engagement with the city 
government and the residents it serves. 

James Barrett McNulty proved to be a great 
mayor and outstanding citizen. His leadership 
has always been rooted in his strong desire to 
help the people of Scranton. For this reason, 
I honor the former Mayor of Scranton, Penn-
sylvania. 

THE PASSING OF HENRY T. 
SEGERSTROM 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the 
passing last Friday of a truly great Orange 
County farmer and retailer, military veteran 
and visionary, philanthropist and patron of the 
arts. Henry T. Segerstrom’s story epitomizes 
the pioneer spirit that helped to make our 
country great. 

The son of Swedish immigrants who found 
their way to Orange County in 1898, Henry 
grew up working his family’s lima bean fields 
in Costa Mesa, California. He went to Stanford 
in 1940 but answered his country’s call in 
World War Two. Severely wounded in combat 
in Germany, Mr. Segerstrom returned home 
determined to finish his education graduating 
with an MBA. At age 25, he joined the family 
business, C.J. Segerstrom and Sons, and 
began making Orange County history. 

The young executive turned the bean fields 
into real estate gold developing commercial 
property including brand new office towers. 
Henry Segerstrom was now positioned for 
even greater success. He envisioned one of 
the nation’s premier shopping centers along 
the 405 Freeway in Costa Mesa and had the 
will and the skill to open South Coast Plaza in 
1967. The Plaza attracted the finest retail 
stores in the world and became a shopping 
destination for customers across the globe. 

Had he stopped there, his place in Orange 
County history would have been assured. In-
stead, Henry Segerstrom reinvented another 
tract of his holdings in Orange County giving 
rise in 1986 to the Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts. He served as founding chairman of the 
new center and remained one of its most gen-
erous donors. Mr. Segerstrom followed up this 
phenomenal success with the opening of a 
new Concert Hall in 2006 once again chang-
ing the cultural landscape of the County for 
generations to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Henry T. 
Segerstrom my friend. He will be sorely 
missed by his family, his fellow arts patrons 
and the wider Orange County community 
which will benefit from his generosity and 
goodwill for years to come. 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, when we 
come to Congress all of us take an oath to 
protect our nation, our homeland. Today, we 
risk undermining that solemn promise due to 
partisan objections to the President’s immigra-
tion actions. Even if my colleagues disagree 
with the President’s immigration actions, the 
answer is not to hold hostage funding for 
homeland security. 

Senate Republicans recognize this. The 
Senate voted 98 to 2 yesterday to begin con-
sideration of a clean funding bill. It is time to 
Act! Yet, the House continues dawdling as we 
lurch toward a homeland security shutdown. 

Whether it is training first responders, build-
ing new firehouses or paying TSA screeners, 
some things should be above politics. We can-
not afford to suspend funding for our Home-
land Security. 

The time for political games is over. The 
House Republican Leadership should move a 
clean Homeland Security funding bill imme-
diately—like that being considered in the Sen-
ate. 
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Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, we only have 
two more days before funding for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security runs out. 

Two days to ensure that our ports and bor-
ders are secure. 

Two days to keep our airports and skies 
safe. 

Two days to make sure our first responders 
are trained and protected. 

Mr. Speaker, the Majority leadership has de-
cided to put our national security at risk and 
put the economic security of our public serv-
ants in jeopardy. 

40,000 border agents, 50,000 airport 
screeners, and 40,000 Coast Guard military 
members, who are essential workers, will con-
tinue to work without pay. 

While Congress continues to receive pay. 
That is no way to thank Americans who put 

themselves in harm’s way and secure the 
homeland. 

I urge my colleagues to fulfill our most basic 
duty—to ensure the safety and security of the 
American people. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MRS. SYDNEY 
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
as the nation celebrates Black History Month, 
I rise to celebrate a Philadelphia treasure, 
Mrs. Sydney G. King. Because of her love and 
dedication to dance and her desire to train 
Black ballerinas, Mrs. King opened the Sydney 
School of Dance in the 1940’s for aspiring Af-
rican American dancers who were not allowed 
to attend white dance studios in post war seg-
regated Philadelphia. 

Born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1919, King 
came to Philadelphia with her family when she 
was just two years old and at an early age 
began studying ballet under the tutelage of 
dance pioneer Essie Marie Dorsey. 

For more than six decades the Sydney 
School of Dance trained hundreds of Black 
children and many went on to receive national 
and international recognition in the dance 
world. 

Those students include dance professionals 
such as: Joan Meyers Brown, the founder and 
director of the much acclaimed Philadanco; 
Billy Wilson, famed director/choreographer and 
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